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Department of Politics and International Relations
Mid-Term Review

This|feedback form is intended to

give you an opportunity to provide feedback about the

course, my teaching, and your learning. Your responses will in no way affect my assessment

of your work. You may submit it anon
tutofial. If you feel there are any pa
individual progress it might be helpf

ymously via my pigeonhole, or hand it to me at a
rticular problems you would like to discuss about your
ul to do the latter. We can schedule a meeting if you

would prefer to discuss any issues outside of tutorials.

Overall

please tick the appropriate box

Question

Strongly
Agree

Strongly No idea / |

Agree Disagree disagree response

Essay questions provide
an opportunity to
dem{nstrate my grasp
of the material

X

Tutosials enrich my
undefstanding of the

courge

| feell comfortable
sharipg my opinions,
questions, and ideas in
tutorjals

The tutor's feedback
helps|me understand
how fo improve my
future papers

The tpxts and materials
are ugeful in answering
the ajsigned questions

| find|this course
challgnging

Essays

What do you think the purpose of writing essays is?

| beligve essays give students the opportunity to demonstrate their understanding of the
topic py presenting their own arguments in a well structured manner.

Wha

-

flave been the strengths and weaknesses of your essays so far?

I have{demonstrated some knowledge and understanding of the topics | have been
addregsing in the past few weeks. However, | feel the structure, analysis and argumentative
power|of my essays have been really weak and in need of much improvement. | also feel my
essays| could do much more in tying together historical events with IR theories.

Has fepdback provided on your essays
improye? How might the feedback

been useful? Do you feel it has helped you to

be made more helpful?

The fepdback | have received has been helpful in helping me identify areas that are in need
of improvement. | feel the feedback has helped me improve the approach | take to
organi¥ing my ideas for subsequent essays, but this has yet to materialise within my essays




thetrelves. I think the tutorial feedbacks could be improved if suggestions are made on
further (or essential) material that students can read in order to fill in any gaps they may
havg in their knowledge of topic.

Tutorials
What do you think is the purpose of our tutorials?

I beljeve tutorials aim to expand the knowledge and understanding of students beyond the
confnes of the essay question. The essay submitted by students should form the starting
poing of the discussions that take place, but students should be able to take away much
morg that what they have read for the week, or written within the essay. Tutorials should
give students the opportunity to test their arguments against historical events and to
defepd their arguments against counterarguments from their tutorial partners or tutor.

Wha{ are the strengths and weaknesses of the tutorials?

also given me an insight into how | need to be thinking about the topics that are being
addrgssed, most particularly, how to achieve the balance between theory and practice. On
the cpntrary, | feel as though the tutorials often take the form of an interview; this often
makes it difficult for me to exhibit my knowledge or understanding of a topic.

The Eorﬁals have helped me identify, and fill, in some gaps in my knowledge. They have
i

How fould tutorials be made more helpful for your progress?

| feel/as though the tutorials could be more helpful if they were structured to initiate more
discugsions as opposed to being more in the form of a Q&A session.

Remainder of Term
In which areas do you wish to improve by the end of term?

| would really like to gain a firm grasp of how to ies to historical examples, as
op to just testing different theories at random. | also hope to arrive at a stage where |
am afjle to deliver well structured essays without a great deal of difficulty. | believe this
will agsist me in articulating my ideas during the tutorials.

I woulld also like some advice on how to communicate my ideas effectively in my essays,
to present my ideas in an eloquent manner without my main points being
ted by my attempt to use ‘academic’ words,

One of the reoccurring problems | have identified, but find hard to avoid, has been the
length of time (or words) it takes me to tackle the main argument | wish to support in my
essays Thus, | would like some advice on how to tackle the main crux of the topics without
being too descriptive.

Are there any areas from the first half of term you would like to review before the end of
term?

Theoretical approaches to IR

Pleaseluse the space below to write any additional comments, suggestions or concerns you
may hgve. Use additional sheets if necessary.

My major concern will be the i et t reading material
for eagh week; | currently find it difficult to know what to make notes on when reading for
an essgy. | find myself stuck between focusing on the essay title and trying to take notes






















